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On the margins of scholarship
• “Flickr for Eprints”
• Scholarly annotations
• Linnean Online
• Social Networking Extensions for Eprints
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“Flickr for Eprints”
1. I want the data I enter to be usable by other web applications - an open API. 
For instance, Flickr’s open API means that I could write a program that uses my 
[photos].
2. I want RSS feeds that I can put in my website, the way I can put my most 
recently bookmarked articles from CiteULike there.
3. I want to be able to click a keyword on an article and see other articles not 
just in my own institution’s repository but across repositories. 
Jill Walker, 2006.
http://jilltxt.net/?p=1658
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Margins of scholarship
A book which has been annotated can give us a direct insight into the interface 
between author and reader, can show not only that a text was definitely read 
and absorbed but also perhaps how it was received. 
David Pearson, 2007. 
http://eprints.rclis.org/archive/00012026/
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Carlyle on Browning
“A very beautiful tempest in a 
teapot. What a gift of utterance 
this high child has – and how 
very weak and childlike all it has 
to say!”.
12 Jan'y, 1857
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Carlyle on Browning
“Aurora Leigh" - 1 Comment
Thomas Carlyle said...
“A very beautiful tempest in a 
teapot. What a gift of utterance 
this high child has – and how 
very weak and childlike all it has 
to say!”.
12th January 1857 15:47
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Linnean Collections 
Online
• Linnean Herbarium (14,000 images)
• Insects (3198)
• Shells (1564)
• Fish (168)
• Correspondence (3000)
• Smith Herbarium (17,000) and 
Insectarium (5800)
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Linnean Collections 
Online
• 600dpi TIFFs (>12TB)
• Masters archived to tape; delivery copies on 
disk (Pyramidal TIFF with compression)
• Eprints 3
• Subject tree: genus/species
• Metadata: bespoke
• FSI Viewer
• Bookmarking
• Comments
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Linnean Online Specimen page with FSI Viewer
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Linnean Online Bookmarks
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Linnean Online Comment
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Social Networking Extensions for Eprints 
• Comments, Bookmarks, Tags for Eprints
• JISC-funded
• Open source
• EP3 plugin architecture
• Exploit built-in Eprints objects and functions for feeds etc. (Eprints::DataSet)
• Scriptaculous for AJAX
• 23/05/08
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Social Networking Extensions for Eprints 
• Who needs Commenting, Bookmarking and Tagging functions within the IR 
application? What about Del.icio.us, Connotea, Zotero, etc.?
• Large repositories and meta repositories with substantial user community
• Non-textual repositories
• Already specified as a requirement by some IRs
• Keeps potentially valuable added information within the Repository 
management system - rather than giving it away.
15
• About choice: "If you invite them they will come...”
• No telling what class of user it might most appeal to: depends on the 
institution and the repository.
• Tell users about it, but let them find out about it (like a Facebook app or an 
iGoogle widget)
• If we make it well enough, it will be useful to someone, possibly in ways we 
haven’t anticipated.
Social Networking Extensions for Eprints 
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Social? Networking? Web 2.0
• Social is what you make of it 
• Building blocks (XML, RSS) of greater personalised integration
• Most social of all - make sure user's info is exportable and exchangeable with 
Del.icio.us, etc.
• Web 2.0: raising expectations of what's possible on the web platform
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SNEEP Comments
18
SNEEP Tags
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Links and credits
• Linnean Online: 
http://linnean-online.org
• SNEEP wiki: 
http://sneep.ulcc.ac.uk/wiki/
• SNEEP Eprints sandpit: 
http://sneep.ulcc.ac.uk/eprints/
• SNEEP updates:
http://dablog.ulcc.ac.uk/tag/sneep
• Team:
richard.davis@london.ac.uk
rory.mcnicholl@london.ac.uk
ben.wheeler@london.ac.uk
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